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INTERNSHIP POSITION INFORMATION 

Internship Position Title: GIS to promote sustainability of marine resources, education and 

reduce litter and other waste in estuaries and the sea 

Country: South Africa 

City: Kenton On Sea 

Sector: Increasing Food Security 

Position Description: Project Description:  

The two primary issues: firstly to harness the power of a GIS platform to 
map the distribution of habitats of important invertebrate and vertebrate 
species in estuaries. The GIS maps would provide a baseline against 
which to measure change. Such base-lines are highly relevant in tracking 
anthropogenic changes usually associated with habitat degradation. 
Such degradation impacts on food and other species which maintain 
healthy, economically viable ecosystems. The focus areas would be local 
estuaries and coastal strips which are exploited, mainly for food and bait. 

Secondly, the health and sustainability of marine waterways, coastal 
strips and the seas are under increasing threat as more then 300kgs of 
plastic and other litter enter the seas every second of every day. Plastic 
and other debris in the sea are killers of marine life, but also affect 
human health. The status on marine litter in Africa, including South Africa 
is largely unknown, though it is believed to be serious and growing as a 
consequence of development and growth, without a concomitant 
reduction in poverty. The GIS platform is necessary to establish the 
situation in different localities, establish baselines, identify hotspots and 
track responses to interventions. Given the enormously serious impact 
that marine waste is having on the lives of animals and people, on 
economies and health, this is an important programme that will become 
part of an Africa wide initiative (African Marine Waste Network) 

Position Description: 

The interns would be expected to gather their own data in the field and 
from published sources, as well as from interviews and on-site 
photography. In the field they will use hand held GPS, cameras and 
where appropriate APPs. 
 
In the SST offices, they will build the data layers, provide the maps and 
interpretations and recommend actions.  
 
Qualifications:  
 
A qualification and proven competence in GIS, as well as experience of 
field work to gather data are essential. An interest in the environment, 
sustainability and a concern about the impact of litter on the health and 
economy of the planet are desirable attributes.  
 
Application Deadline: 
 
July 1, 2016 



 

Page 2 of 2 
 

 

Start Date of Internship: September 2016 

End Date of Internship: March 2017 

Host Organization: Sustainable Seas Trust (SST) 

Host Organization Details: Sustainable Seas Trust (SST) is a registered charitable, Public Benefit 
Organization and Not for Profit Organization. It operates exclusively for 
charitable, socioeconomic, scientific, educational and philanthropic 
purposes. SST is dedicated to harnessing the power of people at every 
level, from the poorest remote communities, to top level decision makers, 
to promote conservation, sustainability and habitat restoration. Through 
the production of films, posters, and educational booklets for teachers 
and students, SST raises environmental awareness to help preserve 
coastal areas from over-harvesting and pollution. 
 
In order for conservation to succeed one needs to resolve the problems 
of poverty, food security and hunger; education and skills development; 
human dignity and social justice as well as finding employment for 
marginalised people. In order to achieve this one needs to change 
behaviour through education and the imparting of the necessary skills 
required in order for individuals and communities to thrive. 

 


