


NL Coastal and Ocean Management Strategy and Policy Framework

“…represents the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador’s commitment to 
integrated coastal and ocean management in the province. It provides a long-term  
vision for planning and management, and conservation and sustainable use of the 
province’s coastal and ocean areas and resources…”

“…Ocean technology tools such as mapping, geographical information systems (GIS), 
remote sensing, and resource inventories, play a vital role in integrated coastal and 
ocean management…” 



Overarching Goals

Information and Research

Objective : Develop partnerships with academia, industry, 
communities and other organizations to increase coastal 
and ocean information and research capacity.

Actions: Support collaborative initiatives to promote 
coastal and ocean data and information gathering to help 
ensure informed decision-making regarding management 
of the coastal and ocean environment.





Strategic Objective 
Information and knowledge gathering and sharing are effective.

Management Strategy
• Identify information and data needs/ gaps.
• Promote research initiatives to fill in data gaps.
• Co-ordinate information/data so it is current and readily available.
• Develop mechanisms for information management, sharing, and feedback



“…A clear plan for the use of oceans space based on 
up-to-date geospatial and temporal information is 
required to guide decision making to avoid conflicts 
and provide users with the increased certainty and 

predictability they need to make appropriate 
investment decisions, and help conserve and restore 

natural ecosystems for future generations...”





Key Action #23

Complete the INFOMAR seabed mapping programme, to provide data, products (e.g. 
databases, charts, physical habitat maps) and services (marine decision support 
tools) as critical inputs to maritime spatial planning and enablers of infrastructural 
development, research, education and value-added products.

Key Action #33

Securely store all publicly funded marine data (e.g seabed mapping, monitoring, 
research and scientific data) and where appropriate make available, as easily and 
freely as possible, in compliance with existing standards (e.g. INSPIRE) for multi-
purpose usage (e.g. for research, governance, maritime spatial planning and 
commercial development purposes).



Key Action #2

“…Areas to be examined include:

– a national maritime spatial planning capacity and responsibility for data 
coordination and exchange. This system will facilitate decision support through
the visualisation of ecosystem features and existing and proposed activities in our 
ocean space.”

Key Action #9

Implement the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive:
• “…Develop an Atlas of the Irish Marine Environment, which will include the 
collation of all relevant information into a central GIS. This will be an important tool 
underpinning decisions on policies and actions to protect biodiversity and act as a 
stepping-stone to future, long-term measures (e.g. in the development of
a National Marine Habitat Map and a Maritime Spatial Plan).


